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***MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THESE IMPORTANT DATES*** 

 
DECEMBER 

Tuesday, 12/13              Special Family Performance w/Alex Zerbe, 6:30-7:30 PM 
Thursday, 12/15            Cookie Dough Delivery****Must be brought home or picked up**** 
Tuesday, 12/20             Student Recognition Assembly, 9:50-10:30 AM 
Wed., 12/21-Tues, 1/3   NO SCHOOL-Winter Break 
 

JANUARY 
Wednesday, 1/4            School Resumes 
Tuesday, 1/10                PTA Board Meeting, 7:00 PM 
Monday, 1/16                NO SCHOOL-Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
 

   
NEWS FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 
As this is our only newsletter for December, I want to take a moment to thank you for a great start to the 
school year. When I visit classrooms and talk with students I am truly encouraged by our students. Our 
students really strive to demonstrate the five key character traits of an EAGLE: kindness, leadership, 
growth, collaboration, and empathy. Echo Lake is an amazing school community and I look forward to 
continuing our work together as we enter into 2017. 
Best wishes to your family for a happy and healthy holiday season! 
 
Mr. Lohman, Principal    

 
 

  
 

 
UPCOMING TRIPS OR ABSENCES? 

 
 
If your family is planning to extend your winter break so that your child will be absent before we are out 
on December 20th, or after we return on January 4th, please let the office know. The Echo Lake Office has a 
message line available for you to call the school 24 hours. The number is 206-393-4338; or you may email 
our attendance secretary at: el.attendance@shorelineschools.org. Your phone calls and emails will help us 
with our morning “Safe Arrival” attendance calls and will ensure that your child is not marked “unexcused.” 
 
Also, on any day that your child will be late or absent, we ask that you call the office at 206-393-4338, our 
24-hour number. You may also email to el.attendance@shorelineschools.org. We appreciate your help in 
keeping your child’s attendance records up to date. Thank you! 

  



 
NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY 

 
As we move into Winter, I’d like to reflect on some of the things that occurred in the library this Autumn. 
 
The Usborne Book Fair at the Back-to-School BBQ raised $300 for the library. Usborne sells high quality 
books and these funds gave the library 36 new books. 
 
Besides learning how to use the library, take care of books, and check out, our kindergarten classes have 
been reading classic titles like: Curious George, Where the Wild Things Are, Clifford books, and Marc 
Brown’s Arthur books. Reading to the ADK classes is one best parts of being EL’s librarian. 
 
First grade students were introduced beginning chapter books like: Kate McMullan’s Fluffy series, Nate the 
Great, Henry and Mudge, as well as reading some new picture books. The Kindergarten and 1st grade 
students were fortunate to spend 45 minutes with author Jennifer Holland as she shared pictures of her 
travels to photograph animals all over the world, and discuss her latest book Unlikely Friendships. This was 
a free event sponsored by Third Place Books. 
 
Second grade learned about what makes a mystery a mystery (elements of a mystery) and I introduced 
quality and chapter books like: James Preller’s Jigsaw Jones mysteries, the Jack Russell mysteries, and a new 
series called the Lunch Lady Mysteries. There so many wonderful new beginning chapter books series 
available now, just right for 7-8 year olds.  
 
Third grade started the basics of using our library catalog called Alexandria (Alex for short). They have also 
created their own non-fiction book as we study reading non-fiction and its text forms and features, like 
index, diagrams, and maps. We will continue exploring text forms and features through January. 
 
Fourth grade delved into biographies. They learned what a biography is, why people write and read 
biographies, and what the difference is between a biography and an autobiography. All students were 
expected to read a biography. Many chose to read from the enormously popular Who Was… series. 
They’re a lot more fun to read than what was available to me in the olden days. And, each student created 
their own mini-biography. They are on display in the EL main hallway. Come take a look. 
 
5th and 6th grades spent much of September looking deeply into using Alexandria to find books and create 
a list of books in their lexile range. Both grades also spent time learning about the safe use of technology. 
5th grade studied the difference between private and personal information, and how to protect it. 
 
6th grade took a survey of their current use of technology. It was discovered they generally use technology 
far less, than is typical for children their age. Next we’ll tackle cyberbullying. The curriculum for the digital 
safety units come from CommonSense Media website. It’s a terrific resource for families and contains 
reviews of movies, books, games, and all things digital. 
 
Did you know you can view the school’s library catalog anywhere? There is a link on the library page of the 
school’s website that will take you directly to it. Students (and their families) who have memorized their 
library account and password can access their library account wherever you have internet access. If you 
need assistance getting access your child’s account, just contact me at school. 
 
Lastly, I want to thank the Echo Lake PTA for their generous donation of $2400 to support the library 
program. The books have been ordered and will be available early in 2017.  
 
Library Circulation Numbers from 9/7/16 to 12/6/16 =  
Check out: 10,131  
Renews:  2,603 
Checked in: 8,903Dennis Day 
Echo Lake Teacher Librarian 
 
 



 
 
 

 
NOVEMBER CLASSES OF THE MONTH 

 
Each month, our specialists (Integrated Arts, P.E. , an Library) give Class of the Month awards. 
Congratulations to these classes for a job well done! 
 
Library-November’s class of the month is Ms. Thompson’s kindergarten class because they are kind and 
enthusiastic every time they visit the library. 
P.E.-November’s class of the month is Mrs. Norberg’s 4th grade class for being kind and respectful to adults 
and to each other. 
Integrated Arts-November’s class of the month is Mrs. Stenfjord’s 6th grade class for their enthusiastic 
participation and kindness. 
 
 

 

WATCH DOGS PROGRAM 

Are you a dad, uncle, grandpa, or father-figure of an Echo Lake student? If so, please consider joining our 
Watch DOGS program and volunteering with your child one morning this year. To sign up, the website is: 
http://www.shorelineschools.org/echolake/watchdogs 

Watch DOGS is a volunteer program that invites male role models in our students’ lives to volunteer for a 
morning with their child. This program is a great way to show your child how much you value education 
and support the school. 

 
TRAFFIC SAFETY 

 
Driving clockwise around the school helps keep the flow of traffic moving in one direction, and cuts down 
on the need for dangerous U-turns. 
 
Please don’t have your student run out into the street to jump into your car. Yes, it saves time, but it is too 
dangerous to have students darting in and out of traffic. 
 
There is no parking allowed in the street on NE 195th St., as it causes congestion for everyone. There is no 
parking in the striped no-parking area on the south side of 195th St. There is no parking on the north side of 
NE 195th between Ashworth and Wallingford. Parking along the shoulder stops traffic, narrows the road to 
passing cars, blocks drivers’ views of parent and kids walking between cars, and causes parents and 
students to cross 195th illegally. It isn’t safe to walk your children across the street where there isn’t a 
crosswalk, and it is very unsafe to send your child running across the street alone. 
 
We block the front of the school parking lot with cones at the beginning and end of the day to keep the 
bus zone free from traffic. Please don’t attempt to enter of leave the front parking lot when buses are in 
the bus zone and the cones are in place. As in all school zones, the speed limit around Echo Lake is 20 mph. 
Please slow down and help us keep our students safe! 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This Holiday Season, Echo Lake Elementary will again be partnering with other Shoreline charities for the 
“Holiday Baskets Food, Toy and Teen/’Tween Gifts Drive”. Together we will provide quality food and gift 
support to Shoreline School District families needing assistance this holiday season. 
 

Dried Beans 
Echo Lake has been asked to donate Dried Beans (Kidney, lentils, pinto, bean blends, etc.) Holiday boxes 
will be placed in each elementary class for your children to bring donations to school beginning Tuesday, 
December 6th. Echo Lake’s goal is to collect 500 bags of dried beans. The class who collects the most dried 
beans will win a hot chocolate party! If you can, please bring donated food in reusable grocery bags to be 
donated to families receiving food.  
 

Most Wanted 
In addition to Dried Beans we are asking for winter break food support: 
Peanut butter, pasta, soup, mac & cheese, condiments, beans (refried, pork& beans), canned tomato 
products, cereal (hot/cold), granola bars, snack items, Bisquick, coffee, tea, hot cocoa, crackers, tuna, Top 
Ramen, shampoo, toothpaste. No glass jars or home canned foods, please! 
 

Don’t Forget Teens/’Tweens 
In addition to non-perishable food items, we are also collecting gift card for teens and ‘tweens. ($15-25) 
Suggested stores are Target, Fred Meyer, Old Navy, Sports Authority, Best Buy, Subway, Taco del Mar, 
etc…It’s always a challenge to provide enough gifts for these older kids, so we need your help. 
 

PLEASE BRING ALL DONATIONS TO YOUR CLASSROOM OR THE OFFICE NO LATER THAN 
DECEMBER 16th 

Monetary donations: Checks should be made out to Shoreline PTA Council 6.12. Note “Holiday Baskets-
Food” Mail to: P.O. Box 55832, Shoreline, WA 98155. Please mail by Dec. 8th.  
To donate via Paypal, go to: www.shorelinepta.com and click on “Family Services”, then “Holiday Baskets”. 
 
Opportunities to volunteer for set up, distribution to families,  gift room “shopper” guides, hallway 
monitors, & cleanup are available at http://signup.com/go/EZw13j or contact Kristin Leffler at 
shorelineptahbf@gmail.com. Most shifts are adults only. The distribution to families is done in strict 
confidence. 
 
Please contact Stephanie Brown (brownsst.99@gmail.com) or Dana Buhrman (danabuhrman@gmail.com) 
with any questions. 
 

FRED MEYER COMMUNITY REWARDS 
 

 
For most of us Fred Meyer is our neighborhood grocery store.  They provide support to our school and PTA 
through their Community Rewards Program.  It works by registering your Fred Meyer Rewards card—you 
know, that store card you use to earn points when you shop.  You still get to earn your points.  But your 
shopping is also benefitting our school.  
 
Signing up is easy.  Go to: https://www.fredmeyer.com/topic/community-rewards-4 , 
click on "Re-enroll or link your rewards card" and follow the steps. Search for Echo Lake Elementary PTA to 
have your purchases benefit the school. You can also use our ID - 88019 to search.  Last quarter we 
earned $217 for our school- and that's with only 43 households participating!  You can also ask friends and 
family to link their Fred Meyer or Kroger cards to Echo Lake PTA. 
 
Shoreline School District #412 does not discriminate against any protected classes.  For further information on notice of nondiscrimination, 
including the address and phone number of the Title IX officer, visit:  http://www.shorelineschools.org/info/title_ix.php. 


